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Core Bible Story: Matthew 5:3-16

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence begin as we explore
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 1 Bible Passage: Hebrews 10:22
Unit 2 Bible Passage: Psalm 63:1

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

LET'S GET READY TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!
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* "Blessed are the poor in spirit, / for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. / * Blessed are
those who mourn, / for they will be comfort-
ed. / ® Blessed are the meek, / for they will
inherit the earth. / ¢ Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, / for they
will be filled. /7 Blessed are the merciful, / for
they will be shown mercy. / ¢ Blessed are the
pure in heart, / for they will see God. /

? Blessed are the peacemakers, / for they will
be called sons of God. / '° Blessed are those
who are persecuted because of righteous-
ness, / for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

" “Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. '? Rejoice and be

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 5:3-16 JESUS TEACHES THE BEATITUDES, SALT & LIGHT

glad, because great is your reward in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

3 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled
by men.

4 "You are the light of the world. A city on
a hill cannot be hidden. ™ Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. ' In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.”

MEANI/NG MATCH

MATTHEW 5:3-16
Draw a line from each word or phrase on the left to the definition on the right that
matches its meaning in the Core Bible Story.

1. Blessed
2. Kingdom of heaven
3. Poor in spirit
4. Mourn
5. Meek
6. Mercy
7. Pure in heart ‘ 3
8. Peacemakers
9. Persecuted i

10. Righteousness i1\

a. Feel deeply sad about sin

o

. Those whose thoughts are neither
sinful nor hypocritical

. Realm of God’s rule
. Humble; exalts others
. Happy in finding approval

Hh 0o o n

Bringing people to God and bringing
people together

. Living according to God's rules

= @

. Aware of sin and need for God's grace

i. Loving, undeserved response to
someone miserable

jo Treated badly, including ridicule,
imprisonment, even death
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& Core Bible Story Discussion
MATTHEW 5:3-16 JESUS TEACHES THE BEATITUDES, SALT & LIGHT 1

Read Matthew 5:13. What did Jesus call His followers?

-=2C

Why are believers the salt of the earth?

Read Matthew 5:14. What else did Jesus call His followers?
Why can’t a city on a hill be hidden?

How should believers be like the city on a hill?

Read Matthew 5:15. What did Jesus say people don’t do with a lamp?

What should people do with a lamp?

In the same way, what should a believer do with God'’s love?

Read Matthew 5:16. Believers should let their light shine before whom?

How do believers let their light shine, and for what purpose?
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Bible Passage 1
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Hebrews 10:22

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure
water.

Challenging Words

1. Circle the three words or short phrases from Hebrews 10:22 that are
the most difficult to understand and write below.

2. After the class discussion with your teacher, write the meaning of
words or phrases that were most challenging for you.

Pair and Share
With a partner, discuss the beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-11. Explain how
demonstrating these characteristics brings blessing from God.

One-minute Write
After your teacher reads the description for each beatitude found in
Matthew 5:3-11, describe how you could apply this characteristic in

your own life.
Go to your Creative Page (page 9) to complete your work.
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SEEKERMANIA

HEBREWS 10:22

-=2C

SONG SCRAMBLE

Listen to the song and unscramble these five words:

1. lapce | 2. klaw | 3. ceersni | 4. grapiny | 5. wards
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* Bible Passage 1
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Hebrews 10:22

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure
water.

Everyday Dilemma
You are at a party with a bunch of your friends. You discover that the movie
everyone plans to watch is inappropriate and offensive.

1. What would you do?

2. How do your actions show that you are being salt and light and obeying
God?

3. Why might others get angry when we obey God?

4. What does God promise us when we obey even in difficult times?

Wisdom of Another

After hearing from your classmates about how they could obey God even
when faced with opposition, write down the idea that most inspired you
and explain why.
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Hebrews 10:22
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from Hebrews 10:22,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

honest ® cleanses ® clear ¢ praying ¢ hear

We can draw near to God by to Him.
It pleases God when we pray with an heart.
We can be sure that God will our prayers.

Drawing near to God us in our hearts.
The path is always to approach God in prayer.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

1. Jesus said that we are the of the earth.

2. Jesus said that we are the of the world.

3. Where should a light be placed? Why?

4. What will be the result of letting our light shine to the world?

5. Explain what it means to be salt OR light for us today.

6. According to Hebrews 10:22, how are we to draw near to God?

7. Why can believers consider themselves “cleansed”?




|p> CREATIVE PAGE |

One-minute Write: After your teacher reads the description for each beatitude found in
Matthew 5:3-11, describe how you could apply this characteristic in your own life.
Go back to page 4 when you're done.

Poor in spirit

Those who mourn

The meek

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness

The merciful

The pure in heart

The peacemakers

The persecuted

CROSSWORD

Fill in the correct answers, one letter per square, both across and down, from the given clues.

Across

4. When you don't see yourself more highly
than you should, you are

6. When you seek to do God's will in everythlng,
you have a hunger and a thirst for

7. Those who try to bring people together
are .

9. Our life of pursuing God through our good
deeds shows we are salt and

Down

1. Those who keep their thoughts clean and godly are
called pure in

2. When you know you need God, you are poor
in

3. Those who suffer because they obey God are

5. When you are sad and regret your sins, you

8. Those who show mercy are

-=2C
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* "Blessed are the poor in spirit, / for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. / % Blessed are
those who mourn, / for they will be comfort-
ed. / ° Blessed are the meek, / for they will
inherit the earth. / ¢ Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, / for they
will be filled. /7 Blessed are the merciful, / for
they will be shown mercy. / 8 Blessed are the
pure in heart, / for they will see God. /

? Blessed are the peacemakers, / for they will
be called sons of God. / '° Blessed are those
who are persecuted because of righteous-
ness, / for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

" “Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. ' Rejoice and be

c> )

]

(-
UNIT

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 5:3-16 JESUS TEACHES THE BEATITUDES, SALT & LIGHT

glad, because great is your reward in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

3 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled
by men.

' "You are the light of the world. A city on
a hill cannot be hidden. ™ Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. ' In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.”

ﬂ Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 5:3-16 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 1: Do you feel more like salt or light?

Step 2: What do you do that makes you salt or light?

Step 3: How can your saltiness or light have a positive effect on the world for God?
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Bible Passage 2
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Psalm 63:1

O God, you are my God, earnestly | seek you; my soul thirsts
for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.

& Scripture Study
PSALM 63:1 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Psalm 84:2; Isaiah 26:9; Matthew 5:6.

N =1=2C

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand Psalm 63:17

Challenge: When we feel distant from God, what actions should we take?

& One Word

1. Choose one word that best represents Psalm 63:1.

2. Explain why you chose that word and how it best represents the lesson.

3. How does this word show what our attitude should be like in knowing
God?

1
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PsALM 63:1
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Heu Crod—You are m Crod
And I seel You more and more
Heu Crod—You are m Crod

More bhan I found You before
With a hunger and a Fhirst

With o hunger and a thirst
Moy I long ko seel You irst
Heu Grod—You are m Crod

And I seek You more and more

U!g to seek—wneed to seek—qel to seek—so I seek
k—aot ko seek—so 1 seek

O In ko seek—want to seek—g

-

Heu (rod—You are m Grod

And I seek You here and there
Heu Grod—You are m rod

There I find You everywhere
In a dry and wear Land

Mau I long to seel Your hand

Heuy Grod—You are m rod

And I seek You here and there

T/ILE SCRAMBLE

What does it mean to be salt and light?
Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.

[ew][i on][LeV]s—s]or L[ to][ 1 JaeT]
[Gon|[E wBEAID T J[HAT]VE |J[mv ]

T HJ

My JacT] [s s[How] | | | |
| [REA[LL Y] | | |

12
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Bible Passage 2
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Psalm 63:1

O God, you are my God, earnestly | seek you; my soul thirsts
for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.

* Object Prompt
|dentify the object shown by your teacher.

What does the object have to do with what you are learning from the Bible

passage this week?

Let's Draw
Choose one of the beatitudes from Matthew 5:3-11 and draw it.

1. Explain which beatitude you chose and describe how your drawing
illustrates that characteristic.

2. Now that you know this verse, what should you do?

3. What is promised for those that demonstrate the beatitude you chose?

4. One other thing that you learned from the passage is:

13

N =1=2C
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Psalm 63:1
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

N =1=2C

"

To see what we've learned so far from Psalm 63:1,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

devotion ® more ® anywhere ¢ thirsty ¢ acknowledge

To seek God that He is your God.

Earnestly seek God with faith and

We will be blessed by seeking God and more.

Seeking God in prayer can happen

Only God's presence can satisfy a soul.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.

14
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FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

1. What makes salt worthless?

2. How can that happen to a believer?

3. When Jesus calls us lights, to what does He compare us?

4. Why can a city on a hill not be hidden?

5. How can Christians be a light to the world?

6. Who wrote Psalm 637

7. If you were giving David advice, what might you tell him to do since he

is thirsty for God?

15

N =1=2C
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One thing from the lesson that challenged me this week is:

N =1=2C

This is what | thank God for (my praise):

This is how | can live out what | learned this week at home:

16
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Core Bible Story: Matthew 6:5-13 .

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence continue as we explore s
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 3 Bible Passage: Matthew 6:6
Unit 4 Bible Passage: Colossians 3:1-2

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

LET'S CONTINUE TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!

'lﬂ‘%’!g
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ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Unit 3

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:5-13 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT PRAYER

words. & Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.

? "This, then, is how you should pray:
‘Our Father in heaven, / hallowed be your

> “And when you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners
to be seen by men. | tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in full. ¢ But when name, / '° your kingdom come, / your will be
you pray, go into your room, close the door  done / on earth as it is in heaven. / ' Give
and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then us today our daily bread. / '? Forgive us our
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, debts, / as we also have forgiven our
will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not debtors. / '* And lead us not into
keep on babbling like pagans, for they think  temptation, / but deliver us from the
they will be heard because of their many evil one.”

MEANING MATCH

MATTHEW 6:5-13
Draw a line from each word on the left to the definition on the right that
matches its meaning in the Core Bible Story.

1. Pray

2. Hypocrite
3. Reward

4. Pagan

5. Unseen

6. Hallowed
7. Debt

8. Temptation
9. Lead

10. Babbling

a. Invisible

b. Guide

c. What you owe

d. Phony

e. Desire to do wrong

f. Jabbering or chattering
g. Honor

h. Talk with God

i. Holy or sacred

jo Unbeliever




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

» Core Bible Story Discussion
MATTHEW 6:5-13 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT PRAYER

Read Matthew 6:5. What did Jesus teach His disciples to do? o

s there a wrong way to pray?

How do hypocrites pray?

Why do they do this?

Read Matthew 6:6. How did Jesus say to pray the right way?

What does the Father do for those who pray sincerely?

Read Matthew 6:7-8. How did the pagans pray?

s it okay to pray simple words?

Read Matthew 6:9. Did Jesus teach us how to pray?

What were the first two words of Jesus’ prayer?

To whom do we pray?

How do we greet Him?



ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

* Bible Passage 3
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

- Matthew 6:6

'_- But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and

" pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who
LS sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Question of the Day

1. Write out the question of the day.

2. After the question of the day discussion, write your response.

Pair and Share (Truth)

With a partner, read Matthew 6:9 and consider the meaning of “hallowed
be your name.”

1. Explain why using the expression "Oh, my God"” does not honor God.

2. How will Matthew 6:9 affect the words you use and why?
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YOUR GETAWAY

MATTHEW 6:6

SONG SCRAMBLE

Listen to the song and unscramble these five words:

1.seloc | 2.rodo | 3. htreaf | 4. drrwea | 5. yarepr
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» Bible Passage 3
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Matthew 6:6

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Group Questions
With your group, read Matthew 6:9-13. Together decide on a question to
ask the teacher about the Lord’s Prayer.

1. What question did your group ask your teacher?

2. What did you learn?

3. How can you apply your new knowledge in your own life?

Haiku

Write a haiku based on Matthew 6:6. A haiku is a three-line poem in which
the first line has five syllables, the second has seven syllables, and the last
has five syllables. Choose “How to pray” or “How not to pray” for your
haiku topic. Share your poem with a partner. Illustrate your poem.

Go to your Creative Page (page 25) to illustrate your work.
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WHat WE LEaRNnED

Matthew 6:6
Learning Points -

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE ]

To see what we've learned so far from Matthew 6:6,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

alone ¢ time ¢ behind ® sees ® rewards

We can pray to God at any — whether day or night.
Praying prevents us from praying to show off.
When we pray, we can't see God—but He us.
God loves when we pray, and us when we do.
Praying helps us leave the world to pursue God.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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& BEEMERUANIR
Weekly Quiz

u FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

- 1. Whom are we NOT to be like?

2. Why are we not to be like them?

3. Why should we not “babble like pagans”?

4. What does "hallowed” mean?

5. List three things for which this prayer asks.

6. Who is “the evil one”?

7. Who gave us this example of prayer?




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Haiku: Illustrate your poem.
Go back to page 22 when you're done.

BREAK THE CODE

MATTHEW 6:6

Break the code using the code chart below. Find each coded number on the top row to
select the correct letter on the bottom row. Write out the correct phrase on the lines below.

1121314567 |8[9|10[11(12|13[14|15|16[17|18(19]20|21(22|23|24|25|26

aAlsl|c|ole|rla|H]1[d]x][L|Mm[N]O]P]a]R]Ss]T[u|V]w|[x]Y]z
16 18 1 25 23 9 20 8 8 15 14 5 19 20 25
114 4 14 15 20 20 15 9 13 16 18 5 19 19




> "And when you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites, for they love to pray stand-
ing in the synagogues and on the street
corners to be seen by men. | tell you the
truth, they have received their reward in
full. ¢ But when you pray, go into your
room, close the door and pray to your Fa-
ther, who is unseen. Then your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, will reward
you. ” And when you pray, do not keep on
babbling like pagans, for they think they
will be heard because of their many words.

g

Step 1: Read verses 9 and 10 again.

ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

UniT 4

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:5-13 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT PRAYER

¢ Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
? "This, then, is how you should pray:
‘Our Father in heaven, / hallowed be your
name, / '° your kingdom come, / your will
be done / on earth as it is in heaven. /"
Give us today our daily bread. / '? Forgive
us our debts, / as we also have forgiven
our debtors. / ' And lead us not into
temptation, / but deliver us from the
evil one.””

Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 6:5-13 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 2: Write out the prayer in your own words, like you would say it.

Step 3: Use the prayer that you wrote in step 2 as a guide. Pray that prayer

two more times this week.
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& Bible Passage 4
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Colossians 3:1-2 .

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts s
on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

» Scripture Study

COLOSSIANS 3:1-2 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Romans 8:6-7; 2 Corinthians 4:18; 1 Peter 3:22.

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand Colossians 3:1-27?

Challenge: Why should we set our hearts and minds on where Jesus is?

* Muddiest Point

1. What is the “muddiest point” or most confusing thing about the passage
in Colossians 3:1-27

2. After discussing this with your class, explain your new knowledge.
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HEADS-UP

COLOSSIANS 3:1-2

HEADS-U?P

el uour head out of the clouds
That's what the used ko say to we
But I've been raised with Christ

And I live now for what's ko be

-

Live ik up every da
Thalt's what the world is swift to sa
But Christ sits on the Ehrowne

And I'm atre.ad;, there to skay

-

So heads—wp

Pow't Look down

Keep your eyes above the round
For vyour Lite is how wikth Christ
And. there’s no need to hang around

So heads-u‘g

And bkalee win
Think on high where Christ is Kin
Set your hearts on what’s above

And rest your minds on godty things

So he.ads-up

TILE SCRAMBLE

What kind of prayer does God reward?

Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.

| Crtlo_s)[ an)[ PrI[R. |

[SEC[RET]
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* Bible Passage 4
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Colossians 3:1-2 .

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts s
on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

» Song/Verse Connection

1. Explain how “Heads-up” reflects the meaning of Colossians 3:1-2.

2. How can setting our minds on things above help us avoid worldly
temptations? After writing your answer, discuss your ideas with a partner.

& One-minute Write

Answer one of the following questions:
What was the most important thing you learned from the Colossians 3:1-27?
How will you apply the truth of Colossians 3:1-2 to your life?
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WHat WE LEaRNnED

Colossians 3:1-2
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from Colossians 3:1-2, fill in the blanks in
the five learning points below with one of these words:

above ¢ seated ® now ¢ earthly ¢ raised

Once with Christ, set your heart on Christ.

Christ followers must set their hearts on things

Jesus is in heaven, at the right hand of God.
Believers must remove their minds from things.
Christ followers must live for the life to come.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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i SEELERTANITY

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE n

1. By whom did the hypocrites want to be seen? "

2. What does “hypocrite” mean?

3. From whom do the hypocrites receive their reward?

4. Where does Jesus say to go and pray?

5. Where is a good place for you to pray?

6. Why do you think we need to talk to God if He already knows what we need?

7. In what ways do you encounter the evil one?
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A song lyric that challenged me and why:

God did this in my life this week:

This is what | want to say to God (my prayer):
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Unts 5 & 6

Core Bible Story: Matthew 6:19-24 .

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence continue as we explore s
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 5 Bible Passage: Matthew 6:20-21
Unit 6 Bible Passage: Romans 12:1-2a

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

LET'S CONTINUE TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!




]

UnNnit 5

'7"Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 2 But store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. ?' For
where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

?2"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your
eyes are good, your whole body will be

ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:19-24 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT TREASURES IN HEAVEN

full of light. 22 But if your eyes are bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light within you is darkness, how great is
that darkness!

2"No one can serve two masters. Either
he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.”

DOUBLE PUZZLE

MATTHEW 6:19-24

When does God reward us?
Unscramble each of the clue words found in your Bible story. Copy the letters in the

numbered cells to other cells with the same number to find the key application.

SEORT TEEHVSI
12 30 31 4 1 28 25 24 22 16
SERTUESAR TELSA
23 10 5 9 15
HATER LAPM
2 17 1
HOTM RANSKDES
7 13 3 14
ERYDOTS TILGH
33 18 19 8 32 26 27 20 29 21 6
W )
1T 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N 12 13 14 15 16 10 17 18 19 20
B F
21 22 23 24 25 3 26 27 28 24 20 3 29 30 31 29 32 33
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Core Bible Story Discussion

MATTHEW 6:19-24 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT TREASURES IN HEAVEN

Read Matthew 6:19-20. Where should we store up treasures? -

What happens to treasure on earth?

What are treasures on earth?

What are treasures in heaven?

Read Matthew 6:21. Where does Jesus say our hearts are?

What do our hearts say about us?

If our lives are about earthly treasure, are our hearts right with God?

Read Matthew 6:22-23. What happens when our eyes focus on godly
things?

What happens when our eyes focus on earthly things?

Read Matthew 6:24. How many masters can we serve?

Can we love wealth and serve God at the same time?

Can we love earthly and heavenly treasure at the same time?
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* Bible Passage 5
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Matthew 6:20-21
i But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
u and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
. _'_ and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
I be also.
In Your Own Words

1. Rewrite Matthew 6:20-21 using your own words.

2. Draw a picture that represents the Scripture.

Skits Are Us

Create a skit that shows what it means to store up treasures in heaven.
Show how someone can enjoy earthly things and hobbies, but not put
them above loving and pursuing God. Briefly summarize your skit and
explain how it shows where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.




D |

TO GO

MATTHEW 6:20-21

Store treasure but not down here
For ear&hi;g gain désaggears

The ohb; Ehéhg we cain kalce

Is working fop heave’s sake

Il take Mihe bto qo!

Y J we can elaim

Is SE€rving in Jesys’ hame

I'U tale Mmine fo go!

M;; heart (s where

I reaLL; waht ke 90

My treasure’s there so I'U take Mine ke g0
M;; heart is where

I requ.y waht ko 9o
My treasure’s there so I'U talke Mine ke g0
I'U take Mine o g0!

SONG SCRAMBLE

ive words:
to the song and unscramble these fiv
Listen
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Bible Passage 5

EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Matthew 6:20-21 ™Y

e But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
. mm and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
. and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

Word Sequence Race
After the Word Sequence Race activity, write out Matthew 6:20-21

correctly.

Rewrite Matthew 6:20-21 in your own words.

Bumper Sticker

1. Brainstorm at least three slogans that represent the key application of
today’s lesson in Matthew 6:20-21. Write slogan ideas here:

2. Choose your favorite slogan and create a bumper sticker with illustrations.
Go to your Creative Page (page 41) to do your work.

3. Explain how your bumper sticker demonstrates where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
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7~|.-.|”1frw-‘a WE LEaRNED
a1 a* .\.1/\\, - | mj:IL"‘,Jn: ‘

Matthew 6:20-21
Learning Points -

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE ]

To see what we've learned so far from Matthew 6:20-21,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

produces ¢ fades ® heaven ¢ treasure ® serve

Jesus said to store up treasures or reward in

Earthly treasure , but heavenly treasure is eternal.
Our hearts what is most important to us.
We make the choice to follow the world or the Lord.
Serving the Lord treasure in heaven.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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Sipe EEEEMNHZ!

"n FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE
L]
L |
L= 1. What should we not store on earth?
H BN

2. Where should we store up treasures?

3. What we treasure shows where our is.

4. What is the lamp of the body?

5. What happens if our eyes are bad, or look at bad things?

6. How can we keep our eyes good?

7. Why can we have only one master?
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Bumper Sticker: Choose your favorite slogan and create a bumper sticker with illustrations.
Go back to page 38 when you're done.

NS ]
Drawing Application: Draw what Romans 12:1-2a is telling you to do, now that you
know this verse. Go back to page 45 when you're done.

CROSSWORD

Jesus teaches about treasures in heaven
Fill in the correct answers, one letter per square, both across and down, from the given clues.

Across
2. You cannot serve both God and
3. If your eyes are bad, your body will be
full of
4. Do not store up treasures on
7. This is the lamp of the body.
8. If your eyes are good, your body will be full of

Down

1. Store up treasures in

2. No one can serve two

5. break in and steal.

6. Where your treasure is, there your will be also.
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UniT 6
Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:19-24 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT TREASURES IN HEAVEN

w '7"Do not store up for yourselves treasures  full of light. 2* But if your eyes are bad, your
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and ~ whole body will be full of darkness. If then
where thieves break in and steal. ?° But store  the light within you is darkness, how great is
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where  that darkness!

moth and rust do not destroy, and where #"No one can serve two masters. Either
thieves do not break in and steal. 2" For he will hate the one and love the other, or
where your treasure is, there your heart will  he will be devoted to the one and despise
be also. the other. You cannot serve both God

?2"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your  and Money.”
eyes are good, your whole body will be

ﬂ Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 6:19-24 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 1: What are five things you treasure?

Step 2: Think of one way to store up a heavenly treasure.

Step 3: Think of one way to loosen your grip on an earthly treasure.
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» Bible Passage 6
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Romans 12:1-2a

Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God'’s mercy, to _"
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to o=
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any ne =
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the "

renewing of your mind.

& Scripture Study

ROMANS 12:1-2a APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Psalm 51:10; Mark 4:19; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand Romans 12:1-2a?

Challenge: What is one specific way to avoid living like the world?

Challenging Words

Circle the three short phrases from Romans 12:1-2a that are the most
difficult to understand and write below.

After the class discussion with your teacher, write the meaning of words or

phrases that were most challenging for you.
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INSIDE OUT

RoMANS 12:1-2a

INSIDE OUT

- Therefore, 1 urqge you, brothers
u -.- O In view o{ His mercy
- I urae uou, brothers

To offer your bodies .
As Living sacri.fi.ce_s; hotg and gteasmg ko ftf.‘vock
Tkerefore, I urge gou—ke\*e ik s, waik for ik

Stop pretending on the oukside
And start Living from the inside out

[y
Therefore, 1 urge you, brothers

No Lownger to conform
(O Iurge you brothers

To rabkher be krans ormed |
In bhis world but unlike it; hot;l and renewe
A mind

There.{ore, I urge ;‘ou——he.re itk is, watik for ik

[

SEOE pre&ewki\r\g on the outbside
And skart Living from the inside outb

I TILE SCRAMBLE
— Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

What happens when our hearts are set on earthly things?
Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.

we et |l wlanT]lT G|ANT|ET |[wHA]
L GJ[E DJWHEJIN w|T wljw+T]loN"]|BR¥ |

[WE Wi L] | [ANG[RY |

| | | | | | | | [ANT]
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& Bible Passage 6
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Romans 12:1-2a
Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to ::
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to n g w
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any .

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind.

* One-sentence Summary

Summarize Romans 12:1-2a in one sentence that creatively incorporates all

of who/what/when/where/why/how.

» Drawing Application

1. Explain what you learned from Romans 12:1-2a.

2. Draw what the Scripture is telling you to do, now that you know this verse.
Go to your Creative Page (page 41) to do your work.
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WHat WE LEaRnED

Romans 12:1-2a
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from Romans 12:1-2a,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

world e mind ¢ devotion ¢ please ¢ turns

Our to God is in response to His mercy.
Believers should offer their lives to God to Him.
Being like the is not for the Christ follower.
Putting on the of Christ changes our lives.
Following Christ us into who God wants us to be.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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i BEEMERIIANIY
Weekly Quiz
FrOM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE -

1. Why should we not store treasures on earth? u iy

2. What is an example of earthly treasure?

3. What is an example of heavenly treasure?

4. How many masters can we serve?

5. Why do you think Jesus talks about masters in the same verse that

He talks about money?

6. Why does Paul say we should offer our bodies as a sacrifice to God?

7. What action will help keep us from being conformed to the world?
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This is the coolest thing | learned about God:

This is how | stored up a treasure in heaven this week:

This is how | can live out what | learned this week at school:




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

 Intires ™7 £ O
Units 7 & 8

Core Bible Story: Matthew 6:25-34 .

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence continue as we explore u
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 7 Bible Passage: Matthew 6:33-34
Unit 8 Bible Passage: Proverbs 3:5-6

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

LET'S CONTINUE TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!

- AE:
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Unit 7

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:25-30 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT NOT WORRYING
(PART I—STORY CONTINUES IN UNIT 8)

25 “Therefore | tell you, do not worry 28 "And why do you worry about
about your life, what you will eat or drink;  clothes? See how the lilies of the field
or about your body, what you will wear. Is  grow. They do not labor or spin.
not life more important than food, and the  ?? Yet | tell you that not even Solomon
body more important than clothes? in all his splendor was dressed like one of
% Look at the birds of the air; they do not  these. * If that is how God clothes
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet the grass of the field, which is here today
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you  and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will
not much more valuable than they? he not much more clothe you, O you

27 Who of you by worrying can add a of little faith?”
single hour to his life?

WORD SEARCH

MATTHEW 6:25-30
Find ten words from the story.

WORRY GRKMRY I G
IMPORTANT FAEOVGMS
SOW- K Z B A M P E
REAP Y A B P L O R
STORE L R Y ES RO
LABOR S ORNHPTT
SPIN GXDOX 1 AS
SPLENDOR VOBMWNN M
\Flillj-UHABLE RPATTRITN

E LB AUILAYV
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* Core Bible Story Discussion
MATTHEW 6:25-30 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT NOT WORRYING

Read Matthew 6:25. What should we not worry about? -

Why should we not worry?

Read Matthew 6:26. Whom does God feed, even though they don‘t work

or store food?

Will God feed us and take care of us? Why?

Read Matthew 6:28-29. What other part of God’s creation reminds us of

God's care?

Who created the lilies?

What do lilies show us?

Read Matthew 6:30. What happens to the grass of the field that God so

beautifully clothes?

Are we more valuable than the grass? Why?
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Bible Passage 7

EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

- Matthew 6:33-34

u But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
. _'_ these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
D Each day has enough trouble of its own.

One-minute Draw

Listen carefully to your teacher read a section of the Bible story. When your
teacher pauses, you will have one minute to draw that part of the story.
You'll create one drawing for each section of the story.

lllustrate Jesus’ teaching about not worrying:

Worried about Birds don't store The lilies grow; Don't worry,
food or clothes up grain, the Father God clothes the seek Him first for
feeds them grass of the field He provides all you need

One-minute Write
Answer one of the following questions: What was the most important thing

you learned from the Bible story? How will you apply the truth of the Bible
story to your life?
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LET IT COME TO YOU

MATTHEW 6:33-34

O L

ET IT COME T Y0U
ALEhOu N EOMO

SONG SCRAMBLE

Listen to the song and unscramble these five words:

1. erutuf | 2. layed | 3. palns | 4. lilst | 5. ilwl
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* Bible Passage 7
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Matthew 6:33-34

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Pair and Share

After discussing with a partner, explain how you can seek first His kingdom

and His righteousness, and how you can avoid worrying.

Memory Verse Game
1. After playing the Memory Verse Game with your class, write out Matthew 6:33-34.

Cover the verse (don't peek) and write it out from memory here.

2. Rewrite the verse correctly. If you already wrote it correctly, rewrite it in

your own words.
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WHat+ WE LEaARNED

Matthew 6:33-34
Learning Points -

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE ]

To see what we've learned so far from Matthew 6:33-34,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

care ® devotion ¢ need ¢ righteousness ¢ blessing

Live for God and all that we will be given to us.
Believers should seek from God, not from self.
God's is His spiritual blessings and favor.
Life’s distractions can take away from to God.
God created us, so we can trust Him to for us.
Choose your favorite learning point from the list above, \h

and explain what it means to you. \
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Sipe EEEEMNE!

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

u 1. What specific things does Jesus tell us not to worry about?

: 2. He compares our needs to what things in nature?

3. Why do you think He compared lilies to Solomon?

4. What makes the grass worth less than people?

5. What does each day have enough of?

6. Write Matthew 6:34 in your own words.

7. Why do you think Jesus told His followers that they were “of little faith”?
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In Your Own Words: Draw a picture that represents Proverbs 3:5-6.
Go back to page 59 when you're done.

BREAK THE CODE

MATTHEW 6:33-34

Break the code using the code chart below. Find each coded number on the top row to
select the correct letter on the bottom row. Write out the correct phrase on the lines below.

1121314567 |8[9|10[11]12|13[14[15|16[17|18(19]20|21(22|23|24|25]|26
A|lB|C|ID|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|LIM|N|JO|P|Q|R|S|T|U|VIW[X]|Y|Z

23 9 12 12 13 5 5 20 1 12 12
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JNIT <@
Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 6:31-34 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT NOT WORRYING

i (PART II—STORY CONTINUES FROM UNIT 7)

-

= 31 "So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall  his kihngdom and his righteousness, and all
" we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or ‘What these things will be given to you as well.
= shall we wear?’ *2 For the pagans run after 3 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,

all these things, and your heavenly Father  for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each
knows that you need them. 32 But seek first day has enough trouble of its own.”

& Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 6:31-34 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 1: Think of three things about which you worry.

Step 2: Think of some specific ways that your daily life would be different if

you did not have those worries.

Step 3: Talk with God about your worry. Be quiet and listen to what He
might say to you. Ask Him to take those worries. Give the worries to Him.
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* Bible Passage 8
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Proverbs 3:5-6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your =
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, e
and he will make your paths straight. .

ﬂ Scripture Study
PROVERBS 3:5-6 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Psalm 37:5; Proverbs 16:9; Proverbs 28:26.

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand Proverbs 3:5-67

Challenge: What kind of knowledge and understanding should we as Christ

followers avoid?

In Your Own Words

1. Rewrite Proverbs 3:5-6 using your own words.

2. Draw a picture that represents the Scripture.

Go to your Creative Page (page 57) to do your work.
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LISTEN IN

PROVERBS 3:5-6

- LISTEN IN

Trust in the Lord

wikth all your heart

And do not Llean on

Your owh k‘\r\owtedge—izhak’s a start

-

In all your waYs

Acknowledge Him
And He will straighten out

Your pa&hwag ownce again
-

O 1k doesw’t matter who you are
Or where ;1ou,'ve. been
The Lord is fai&h{ut
When your heart is genuine
So Lek your Life of faith beqgin
He will quide Ehrough thick and thin
And when He's whispering to you
Just Llisten

TILE SCRAMBLE

What should we do when things are tough and

we don’t understand what is going on?
Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.

lOURJzrUfconfls —AJoL EJ[ATH][ wliflLeTH]|

LrEfne JLovuftH JsFJ[L—™|ART|AKE]

L wHfnD fls—sfr_PlTRAJT __ Jlw+T]
TRU[ST | | | | |
| HE[ART[s A] | lwi L
| | | S S|TRAJI GH] |
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* Bible Passage 8
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Proverbs 3:5-6 e

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your .
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

& Scripture Scrambler

1. After playing Scripture Scrambler with your class, write out Proverbs 3:5-6.

Cover the verse (don't peek) and write it out from memory here.

2. Rewrite the verse in your own words.

» Letter of Encouragement

On a separate paper, write a letter to encourage a friend not to worry but
to trust in the Lord. You may include Scripture and God's promises in
your letter.
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WHat WE LEaRnED

Proverbs 3:5-6
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from Proverbs 3:5-6,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

knowledge ® heart ¢ area ® path ¢ trust

When you trust God, do it with all of your

We either trust God’s wisdom or lean on our own

To stay on the right , look to God for direction.
Believers can trust God with every of their life.
God will always lead us if we put our in Him.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

i BEEMERIIANIY
Weekly Quiz
FrOM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE -

1. Answer again what Jesus said not to worry about. .

2. Who pursues these kinds of things?

3. Why should we not run after these things?

4. What should we seek and pursue?

5. When we seek God first, what happens?

6. Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to “acknowledge” God. What does that mean?

7. Would you rather walk on a crooked, troublesome path or a straight
one? Why?
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My favorite lyric from “Let It Come To You” or “Listen In” and why | like it:

Something new | learned from God this week is:

One way | plan to put God’s Word into practice is:
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Units 9 &

Core Bible Story: Matthew 7:1-5 .

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence continue as we explore u
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 9 Bible Passage: Psalm 130:3-4
Unit 10 Bible Passage: Galatians 2:20

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

Iy

LET'S CONTINUE TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!
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Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 7:1-5 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT JUDGING OTHERS

H BN
3 " “Do not judge, or you too will be * How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me
judged. ? For in the same way you judge  take the speck out of your eye,” when all
others, you will be judged, and with the the time there is a plank in your own eye?
measure you use, it will be measured to > You hypocrite, first take the plank out
you. of your own eye, and then you will see
* "Why do you look at the speck of clearly to remove the speck from your

sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no  brother's eye.”
attention to the plank in your own eye?

MEANING MATCH

MATTHEW 7:1-5
Draw a line from each word on the left to the definition on the right that matches its
meaning in the Core Bible Story.

1. Judge a. Lumber, board

2. Measure b.One who does what
he says is wrong

3. Speck

c. Take out, delete

4. Sawdust
awdus d.Close friend

5. Attention . .
e. Without obstruction

6. Plank f. Evaluate

7. Brother g.Small wood particles

8. Hypocrite h. Fleck, a small amount

9. Clearly i. Thought

10. Remove jo Determine, assess
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& Core Bible Story Discussion
MATTHEW 7:1-5 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT JUDGING OTHERS

Read Matthew 7:1-2. What happens when we judge others? .

How will we be judged?

Why should we not judge others?

Read Matthew 7:3. What happens when we focus on the sins of others?

How should we act toward others?

Read Matthew 7:4. What does Jesus mean by the “speck” in a brother’s eye?

What is the “plank” in our own eye?

Read Matthew 7:5. What is the right way to approach our brothers?

What changes in us?

What happens next?
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* Bible Passage 9
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Psalm 130:3-4

o If you, O Lorp, kept a record of sins, O Lorp, who could
" ol stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore
= you are feared.

Pair and Share (Story)

1. Summarize your partner’s understanding of Jesus’ teaching in the story
found in Matthew 7:1-5.

2. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

Skits Are Us

Create a skit that portrays Matthew 7:1-5 in a modern day example.
Choose either the right way (humble, forgiving, and recognizing own sin)
or the wrong way (hypercritical, judgmental, arrogant) to handle other
people’s sin. Briefly summarize your skit and explain how it portrays what
Jesus teaches about judging others.




AD

| STAND

PsaLM 130:3-4

I
¥ You remembered si
0 Lord, what a predicament Id be i
If You recall the Very sin o maia
Who could ever stamd?

It You had kept a (ist

0 Lord whatl a relationshi Id have Missed
If You recall the Very sin o maia
Who could evep stand?

SONG SCRAMBLE

s o . ddaoer
> ",’ | 3. desmis | 4. waredr | 5
ba 1. dsnat | 2. egcar

v




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

* Bible Passage 9
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

g Psalm 130:3-4

" If you, O Lorp, kept a record of sins, O Lorp, who could
stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore
you are feared.

In Your Own Words

1. Rewrite Psalm 130:3-4 using your own words.

2. Draw a picture that represents the Scripture.
Go to your Creative Page (page 73) to do your work.

Everyday Dilemma

Read Matthew 7:1-5 and Psalm 130:3-4 to help you understand how you
could respond in the following dilemma. You are playing soccer and one of
your teammates shouts unkind words to you for making a bad pass. What
would you do?

1. What are three ways you could respond?

2. Which response best reflects how Jesus taught us to respond? Why?




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

WHat WE LEaRNED

& Psalm 130:3-4

Learning Points -
FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE .

To see what we've learned so far from Psalm 130:3-4,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

love ¢ cleansed ¢ adored ¢ stand ¢ record

God wants to forgive sin, not keep a of it.

No one could before God without forgiveness.

With God we can be from sin through Jesus.

God is to be worshiped and because of His grace.

God offers grace and mercy because of His for us.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

o BEEMERIIANIY
Weekly Quiz
- FrOM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

" a 1. How will we be judged?

2. How does Matthew 7:3 describe our brother’s sin?

3. How does Matthew 7:3 describe our own sin?

4. When is there a problem in helping our friends with their sins?

5. What does Jesus call people who want to look at others’ sin but not

their own?

6. Do you think God keeps a record of our sin? Give a reason for your

answer.

7. What does God offer us in our sinful state?
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In Your Own Words: Draw a picture that represents the Psalm 130:3-4.
Go back to page 70 when you're done.

CROSSWORD

MATTHEW 7:1-5
Jesus Teaches About Judging Others

Fill in the correct answers, one letter per square, both across and down, from the given clues.

Across
4. Someone who judges others for their very own
sin.

6. A plank was in your own

7. Which is larger: a plank or a speck?

Down

1. Part of not judging others is realizing we've
been .

2. We should not others.

3.A of sawdust was in your brother’s
eye.

5. You must remove the plank out of your own eye
SO you can see
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UniT 10
Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 7:1-5 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT JUDGING OTHER

— " "Do not judge, or you too will be * How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me
. judged. ? For in the same way you judge take the speck out of your eye,” when all
others, you will be judged, and with the the time there is a plank in your own eye?
measure you use, it will be measured to > You hypocrite, first take the plank out
you. of your own eye, and then you will see
* "Why do you look at the speck of clearly to remove the speck from your

sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no  brother’s eye.”
attention to the plank in your own eye?

Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 7:1-5 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 1: How have you judged someone this past week?

Step 2: What sin do you have that blocks how you see God's world

and people?

Step 3: Ask for forgiveness for that sin and ask God to change you and to

remove your plank.
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» Bible Passage 10
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Galatians 2:20
| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but .
Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live by faith in "
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. .

& Scripture Study
GALATIANS 2:20 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Romans 8:10; 2 Corinthians 4:10;
1 Thessalonians 5:10.

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand Galatians 2:20?

Challenge: How do Christians live differently than when they lived without Christ?

Teacher Storytelling

When someone wrongs us, it's easy to want to get revenge. But Galatians 2:20
teaches that Christ lives in us and He helps us to change. How does your
teacher’s story demonstrate the key point of the passage?
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ALIVE IN ME

(GALATIANS 2:20

ALIVE IN ME

So here I am
Do you think you really now me?

You may be stunned to leari my new identity
And here I am

Have you heard about me Lately?

You may be shocked to find that I am kiskcry!

-
T've been crucified with Christ—I'm no longer
T've been crucified and I'm just not we
Now I khow it appears
Thal ik's me standing here

O But f you Look closer ou'll see

I no Longer Live for He's alive h me

-

So here I am
Do vou bhink you reco nize mwe?
You'll be swrgriseo\ ko lnow that I'm an absentee

And here I am
Have uou checked up on me Lakely?

You'll be amazed to comprehewi my des&im;!

TILE SCRAMBLE

Jos . . .

nevgi ;/varns UZ against havn?g a judgmental attitude and thinking, “I would
ay ayt ing like he did!” When we judge others, what do we forget?

. Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message. I

(T GllEoerR)HoUul| HA}VE |JeET] wEel]obp '}
(utojlcrO}we}_eofls HHwI T}wn—"]n—T]|

(we_[F 0R] | [ co[uL D[N T|
| | [GRO[WN | | | | |




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

& Bible Passage 10
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Galatians 2:20 .

| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but o
Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

& Team Silence

1. After your team gets the correct order of Galatians 2:20, cover the verse

(don’t peek) and write it out from memory here.

2. Rewrite the verse correctly. If you already wrote it correctly, rewrite it in

your own words.

» Wisdom of Another

When someone wrongs us, it's easy to want to get revenge. But
Galatians 2:20 teaches that Christ lives in us and He helps us to forgive.
After hearing from your class examples of when they showed forgiveness,
write down the story that most inspired you and explain why.
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WHat WE LEaRNED

Galatians 2:20
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from Galatians 2:20,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

Himself ¢ faith ® without ¢ inside ¢ alive

With Christ, we no longer live our lives God.
Jesus lives of us when we put our faith in Him.
As believers, we live our lives by in God's Son.
Jesus loves us and gave up for us.
We no longer live alone when Christ is in us!

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

i BEEMERIIANIY
Weekly Quiz
FrOM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE -

1. How will our sins be measured? "

2. Would you want to be judged with an abundance of grace or with strict

justice? Why?

3. Why do you think Jesus used the analogy of specks and planks?

4. What is a hypocrite?

5. According to Galatians 2:20, who has been crucified with Christ?

6. Who lives in believers?

7. Describe what a believer's connection to the world should be,

according to Galatians 2:20.
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One thing from the lesson that challenged me this week is:

This is what | thank God for (my praise):

This is how | can live out what | learned this week at home:
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\r‘

Units 1

Core Bible Story: Matthew 7:15-23 .

Adventures in the pursuit of God's presence continue as we explore u
Jesus’ teaching from the Gospel of Matthew!

Unit 11 Bible Passage: Ephesians 4:22-24
Unit 12 Bible Passage: 1 John 2:15-16

Two powerful Bible Passages emerge to
parallel the Core Bible Story as we discover how to
draw near to God.

——

LET'S CONTINUE TO DISCOVER
THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE!

lluill lk!'ip“—’

A
N (HTEr 6,




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

'S "Watch out for false prophets. They
come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. ' By
their fruit you will recognize them. Do peo-
ple pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs
from thistles? 7 Likewise every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad
fruit. '® A good tree cannot bear bad fruit,
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.

'Y Every tree that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 7:15-23 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT A TREE AND ITS FRUIT

20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize
them.

21 "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my Father
who is in heaven. 2> Many will say to me on
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and in your name drive out
demons and perform many miracles?’

% Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!"”

DOUBLE PUZZLE

MATTHEW 7:15-23
How can you watch out for false prophets?
Unscramble each of the clue words found in your Bible story. Copy the letters in the
numbered cells to other cells with the same number to find the key application.

ASLEF RETE
6 24 25 7
SOPTPHRE RIEF
26 1 13 5 27
SEEHP CENGEIZOR
2 18 19 20 21 9 23
LOWSEV LIWL
11 12 22 14
RIUTF ISVRELODE
16 8 4 10 3 15 17
B|Y Y
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 8 12 13 14 15
M
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
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* Core Bible Story Discussion
MATTHEW 7:15-23 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT A TREE AND ITS FRUIT

Read Matthew 7:15-17. Whom should we watch out for? .

What do they look like? .

How will we know if they are believers?

Read Matthew 7:18-19. Can a bad tree bear good fruit?

Are real believers good or bad trees?

Read Matthew 7:20-21. How can we recognize false prophets and non-

believers?

What fruit do we see from a believer?

Who will enter God's kingdom?

Read Matthew 7:22-23. What will false prophets say on Judgment Day?

What will Jesus say?

Why will Jesus say this?
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Bible Passage 11

EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Ephesians 4:22-24

" You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off
. . . . . . .
- your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;
" to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the
" ol new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

One-minute Draw

Listen carefully to your teacher read a section of the Bible story in
Matthew 7:15-23. When your teacher pauses, you will have one minute to
draw in the boxes below.

lllustrate Jesus’ teaching about a tree and its fruit:

A false prophet Good tree Bad tree What happens to the
(a wolf in sheep's clothing) tree that bears bad fruit

How can you recognize false prophets?

One-minute Write

Not everyone who calls Jesus “Lord” is a true Christian. True followers of
Christ bear good fruit and seek to do God's will. Write for one minute on
one of the following: “Share an example of how you are bearing good

fruit.” Or, “Share how you are doing God's will.”
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INFINITELY NEW!

EPHESIANS 4:22-24

INFINITELY Nepo! o

Away the old gef

;.eave MY former Life behind
: am putting on the new sel
h My attitude of mind

SONG SCRAMBLE

Listen to the song and unscramble these five words:




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

* Bible Passage 11
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

Ephesians 4:22-24

" You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;

n to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Group Questions

With your group, read Ephesians 4:22-24 and together decide on one
question to ask your teacher. After the Group Questions activity, answer
these additional questions here.

1. What question did your group ask your teacher?

2. What did you learn?

Fruit of the Spirit

With a partner, read Galatians
5:22-23a and identify the fruit
of the Spirit. Decorate the
jacket at right with the nine
characteristics that show His
active presence in our lives.

If time allows, include a small
drawing under each word.
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WHat WE LEaRnED

Ephesians 4:22-24 .
Learning Points
FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE ]

To see what we've learned so far from Ephesians 4:22-24,
fill in the blanks in the five learning points below with one of these words:

grow e attitude ¢ holiness ® leave ¢ off

Believers follow Christ to their former life behind.

As Christ followers, we should put the old self.
To as Christians, we are to put on the new self.
Jesus makes us new in the of our minds.

We are created to be like God and live in His

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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Sipe SEEMERTAN I

u FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

. 1. What are we instructed to watch out for?

2. How will we recognize them?

3. Can a bad tree produce good fruit?

4. What happens to a bad tree?

5. Who enters the kingdom of heaven?

6. Why will Jesus reject some?

7. What do you think it means to “put on the new self"?
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Drawing Application: Draw a picture that represents 1 John 2:15-16.
Go back to page 91 when you're done.

Bumper Sticker: Choose your favorite slogan and create a bumper sticker with illustrations.
Go back to page 93 when you're done.

o
e s
BREAK THE CODE

EPHESIANS 4:22-24

Break the code using the code chart below. Find each coded number on the top row to
select the correct letter on the bottom row. Write out the correct phrase on the lines below.

1]2]3 7 8] 9[10]11]12]13]14]15[16]17]18]19]|20]21[22]23] 24| 25] 26
Als cluli]a]x]Im|n]o]r]alr]s]|T]u]v]w|x]Y]z
20 18 2 512 9 5 225 18 19 2 5 1 18




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

n 'S "Watch out for false prophets. They
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but

- inwardly they are ferocious wolves. '

¢ By their fruit you will recognize them.

Do people pick grapes from thornbushes,
or figs from thistles? 7 Likewise every
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad
tree bears bad fruit. '® A good tree cannot
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear
good fruit. " Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into

Core Bible Story

MATTHEW 7:15-23 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT A TREE AND ITS FRUIT

the fire. 2° Thus, by their fruit you will
recognize them.

21 "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my Father
who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and in your name drive out
demons and perform many miracles?’

3 Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!"”

Core Bible Story Application

MATTHEW 7:15-23 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

Step 1: If only “he who does the will of my Father” enters the kingdom,

how do you know God's will?

Step 2: What have you done this week that is God's will?

Step 3: Spend five minutes in silent time with God asking Him to reveal His

will for your life this week.
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& Bible Passage 12
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

1 John 2:15-16

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone .
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. .
For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man,
the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and
does—comes not from the Father but from the world.

& Scripture Study
1 JOHN 2:15-16 APPLICATION ACTIVITY

With a partner, read these passages: Ecclesiastes 5:10; Luke 16:13; Ephesians 2:1-2.

What main idea do these verses share?

How do these verses help us understand 1 John 2:15-167?

Challenge: What three things from 1 John 2:15-16 come from the world?

In Your Own Words

1. Rewrite 1 John 2:15-16 using your own words.

2. Draw a picture that represents the Scripture.
Go to your Creative Page (page 89) to do your work.
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WALK AWAY

1 JOHN 2:15-16

- WALK AWAY

Pon’t be gm*& of the world
Or anything it craves

whewn all is said and downe
ik's seen iks dau:j

Pon’t qet caught in the world

in search of all the rage
No wakter what the boast

Pon't even swo;y-}usf: walle away
-

True Love for Crod
Simply st in you

Simply isnttayow _——— ~— —
it you chase the world and all it’s qotten inko

True Love for Crod
Simply now or hever

Long to do His will and you will Live forever

TILE SCRAMBLE

How can you recognize a true believer?
Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.

[ aAn]oo "JErD][vE J[0 T)[s—wW]o e)[akE]
Trel[ TolTrel[ec)_wo][ LolRe }[y 7]
[No 1] ")

THE]Y D] | s wli L]
| | | [ CA[RE | | | | |

| [ WO[RLOD]




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

& Bible Passage 12
EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY

1 John 2:15-16 -
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone ._'
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. s
For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, i
the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and .

does—comes not from the Father but from the world.

& Song/Verse Connection

Explain how “Walk Away” reflects the meaning of 1 John 2:15-16. Be sure
to include what we should walk away from and what we should seek. After
writing your answer, discuss your ideas with a partner.

Bumper Sticker

1. Brainstorm at least three slogans that represent the key application of
today’s lesson in 1 John 2:15-16. Write slogan ideas here:

2. Choose your favorite slogan and create a bumper sticker with illustrations.
Go to your Creative Page (page 89) to do your work.

3. Explain how your bumper sticker demonstrates that true believers walk
away from earthly pleasures and instead seek God.




ADVENTURES IN THE PURSUIT OF GOD’S PRESENCE

WHat WE LEaRnED

1 John 2:15-16
Learning Points

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE

To see what we've learned so far from 1 John 2:15-16, fill in the blanks in
the five learning points below with one of these words:

blessed ¢ boasting ® same ¢ chase ¢ before

We can't love God and love the world at the time.

The love of the Father is not in those who the world.

Cravings and come from the world, not from God.

We are when we walk away from the world.

True love for God means putting Him the world.

Choose your favorite learning point from the list above,
and explain what it means to you.
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Sipe SEEMERTAN I

FroM CORE BIBLE STORY AND BIBLE PASSAGE .

1. What do you think it means that false prophets come in “sheep’s ne =

clothing,” but are actually “wolves”?

2. What should we be looking at when we are evaluating leaders

or prophets?

3. Why will some people not enter the kingdom of heaven?

4. What are some fruits that a true believer would produce?

5. Can we love the Father and world at the same time? See 1 John 2:15-16.

6. What three things does 1 John 2:15-16 say do not come from God?

7. If we have any of the worldly things that 1 John 2:15-16 names, how can

we handle them in a godly way?
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A song lyric that challenged me and why:

God did this in my life this week:

This is what | want to say to God (my prayers):
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